
  

AIANSW ABN 6475226350 

Spread the word to  

friends and family,  
our 2016 World Reunion  

program is up and truly  
running. See page 2  for more details and  

check out  the Grand Ball venue at…………………... 

NEW: MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENT SPONSOR 

GRAND BALLGRAND BALLGRAND BALLGRAND BALL    

 

Sat 19 September  
CHAAT NIGHT CHAAT NIGHT CHAAT NIGHT CHAAT NIGHT     
& BINGO& BINGO& BINGO& BINGO    
Erskine Park  Hall 

 
Sat 17 October  
ANNIVERSARY BALLANNIVERSARY BALLANNIVERSARY BALLANNIVERSARY BALL    
Marayong Hall 

 
Sat 14 November  
AGMAGMAGMAGM    
Venue TBA 
  

 

Sat 5 December  
KIDS CHRISTMAS KIDS CHRISTMAS KIDS CHRISTMAS KIDS CHRISTMAS 
TREETREETREETREE    
Erskine Park  Hall 

  
Thu 31 December  
NEW YEAR’S EVE  NEW YEAR’S EVE  NEW YEAR’S EVE  NEW YEAR’S EVE  
BALLBALLBALLBALL    

Bowman Hall  
Blacktown 
 
 

    

AIANSW  EventsAIANSW  EventsAIANSW  EventsAIANSW  Events 

Spark Homes has announced their generous support and  
become a Major Sponsor of the 10th Anglo-Indian  

World Reunion. 

Please note this  
Events Calendar Events Calendar Events Calendar Events Calendar is subject to change.  
 

You will receive notification in the Prattler 
and flyers will be posted out to all  
members with changes and full details.  
 

Please put this in your dairy. 
 
Enquiries please contact Enquiries please contact Enquiries please contact Enquiries please contact     
Deanna 9621 3316 or Deanna 9621 3316 or Deanna 9621 3316 or Deanna 9621 3316 or     
Melroy 0411312835Melroy 0411312835Melroy 0411312835Melroy 0411312835    

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
Only those members who need to  

renew will be sent a Membership  

Application form. 
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You will be able to book, register, pay and print your 
tickets from the convenience of your compu 
er.  International visitors can pay using Credit Cards 
and International Bank Draft while Australian  
residents can use Credit Cards, Cheque and EFT. There 
is also a Deferred Payment Plan for Australian  
Pensioners. 
 
Essentially there are two categories: 
1. WOMBAT—the 4 most popular events and 

2. EMU the entire week’s events except for 4 free 
events which are:  
 Opening Church services 
 Family Fun Day (Sports and Food Day)  
 Federation AGM 
 Closing Church Service 
 
If you want to attend the Marathon Bingo held on the 
evening of the Family Fun Day—this is not part of any 
pack and requires a $5 deposit towards  
entry, the balance $20 payable on the day itself. 
There are also four Coach Tours all held on the same 
day so please select one only. 
Of course you can choose individual items from 
“Choose Your Own” column in Newsletter 6.  

Website: http://www.anglo-indian-reunion.com 
Newsletters: http://sydney.anglo-indian-reunion.com/
newsletters/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/angloindianreunion 
Email: reunion2016@anglo-indian-reunion.com 
Phone: +61 2 84889905 

Spread the word  All bookings now open! 
10th Anglo Indian World Reunion 

REUNION 
Grand Ball 

Rosehill Gardens is  
THE ONLY FIVE STAR EVENT CENTRE  
situated in the Parramatta and Western Sydney that 
meets the exacting criteria set by the ROC for our 
prestigious GRAND BALL.  
To provide our members an unforgettable experi-
ence the ROC was looking for a high-status venue 
with beautiful relaxing views and clean surrounds, 
Five Star catering, a 5-hour beer, wine and soft 
drink package, ample parking and importantly a 
huge dance floor to cater to at least a thousand Jiv-
ers, Rock & Rollers and Waltzers.  ROSEHILL 
GARDENS ticked all the boxes and at a reasonable 
price, paving the way for the most memorable, 
pleasant, entertaining and fun filled evening, to 
crown the week long celebrations of the 10th World 
Reunion.  Don’t miss out.  

The Government of West Bengal has  

renamed Plassey Gate Road as Leslie  

Claudius Sarani, to honour the contribu�on 

made by the Late Leslie Claudius to the field 

of sport and par�cularly to Hockey. The 

word ‘sarani’ is Bengali to English word for 

street or road. 

Leslie Claudius, a hero of the Anglo-Indian  

community and an integral part of the  

Calcu,a Rangers Club, the only  

Anglo-Indian Club in the country, was  

India's pride in the field of hockey and was 

the winner of three Olympic golds and one 

silver during his life �me.  

He was also bestowed with the �tle of  

Padmashree by Govt. of India and Banga 

Gaurav by the Govt. of West Bengal.  

The road renaming ceremony was organ-

ised in associa�on with  Leslie Claudius 

Memorial Commi,ee (10 January 2015) .  

Claudius Claudius Claudius Claudius     
honouredhonouredhonouredhonoured    

Above: Leslie Claudius at the 

Sydney 2000 Olympics finals  

between Korea and the  

Netherlands.  

With him is Brett Ayo, son of 

Colin and Christine Ayo 
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Chaat Chaat Chaat Chaat     
night night night night     
bonanzabonanzabonanzabonanza    

Despite the lateness in getting the flyer out, attendance 

was superb at Erskine Park Hall (18 April). We are 

grateful for your support. The food variety was well 

up to scratch and was devoured with great gusto. All 

our donors and ‘cooks’ were really chuffed to watch 

everyone tuck in. The demand never quite waned, 

after all, Chaat street food is more than just a snack...it 

has all the hallmarks of gourmet efforts. Special 

acknowledgements must be aimed at a number of our 

supporters who are always there to help...thank heaven for their help. Be assured   

“Absolute success was the verdict”.  

The mammoth Bingo session, ran by the ROC, proved to be yet another ‘heads down’ 

session...not just the usual 10 games but another 10, doubling it. All the proceeds were 

earmarked for the ROC. 

 
The crowd settles (above) to play Jumbo Bingo. Circled picture portrays our to two Dosa chefs. 
Right: Food service commences and below the patient Chaat eaters queue. 

WELL behaved 
Tea  
party ! 

The Erskine Park hall was warm and inviting. The High Tea food displays were equally tempting.  
Hunger pangs were on the agenda. Once the order was given, close to 100 guests split in to orderly 
queues (team Purple and Team Red) and well behaved tucking in began.  
AIANSW executives were there two hours earlier to set up. The food miraculously appeared and  

within minutes they were on display. Teams went around fussing over positioning of sandwiches,  
patties and all manner of cakes. It is very difficult not to say thank you to individuals without fear of 
forgetting a name. But in this instance we must give a huge Thank you to the Herculean work done by  
Malinda Farquharson (our youngest committee member) who was seen collecting plates, cups and 
utensils from tables and making at least a dozen trips to the Kitchen for washing up by Wendy  
Farquharson (her mum) and Judy Jones (wife of Clive Jones) plus yet another Farquharson in the shape 
of the much younger Montanna.  
In saying thank you we must never forget our ubiquitous  

Gerard Jansen who was seen in his favourite spot  
surrounded by some pretty heavy acoustic weaponry.  
As promised he brought along his and our AI music! 

Food, glorious 

food... 

Malinda in  

‘clear up’ form! 

Wendy Farquharson and Judy Jones 

cleaning up with a smile. Far right: 

Montanna Farquharson keeping busy. 
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AwetistiAwetistiAwetistiAwetistic!c!c!c!    
ABSOLUTELYABSOLUTELYABSOLUTELYABSOLUTELY    

Patrick Francis (born 1991) began exhibiting at Arts Project  
Australia in 2009 when he was 18 years old. Since then his work 
has been included in every Arts Project Annual Gala Exhibition and 
numerous group exhibitions, the most recent being At the table. In 
2014, Patrick Francis exhibited in SAFARI in Sydney, and in 2013 
Francis was selected in Melbourne Now at the National Gallery of 
Victoria. In 2012, Francis was a recipient of the Art & Australia/
Credit Suisse Private Banking Contemporary Art Award. 

A prolific painter, Francis works primarily in acrylic on paper. His 
paintings draw from his own personal experiences, from first hand 
encounters with Melbourne to his knowledge of popular culture and 
art history. Using a bold colour palette, Francis’s paintings are re-
fined, expressive representations of portraiture and still life. His 
work ranges from studies of well-known celebrities and icons, from 
Marilyn Monroe to the fifteenth century Italian Renaissance author 
Baldassare Castiglione, to observations from everyday life. Francis 
has also interpreted the work of iconic Australian painters including 
Sidney Nolan’s early Ned Kelly series. 

We are constantly amazed and very proud of  Pat's 

achievements. He is taking us on this incredible  

journey and we give thanks every day that he has the 

strength and support  to overcome so many  

difficulties like limited speech, various allergies, 
frequent migraines, etc.  

One of our favourite sayings is "we have been to hell 

and back so many times that we have frequent flyer 

points".  

We work tirelessly to promote disability awareness 

through exhibitions and if you have a few moments 

please click on the links below which will give you a better picture of his activities.  

Sandra and Patrick—Pat’s mum and dad— are from Madras (Chennai) seen above with Patrick. 

Migrated in 1981, then went back to India, married in 1988, spent seven years in NZ before getting 

back to Sydney in 1995(lived in Concord).  

They then moved to Melbourne in 2001 to pursue Patrick's interests where he has improved a great 

deal. Patrick has an older sister, Lesley, who is married and has given us a wonderful grand-
daughter. She has collaborated with Patrick writing books and poems describing his work and  

derives much inspiration from him (as do the rest of us). 

‘Charlie Chaplin 
‘Matador 

‘Not titled 

‘Not titled 

‘Elizabeth Taylor as Cleopatra 

‘Not titled 

‘Eliza Dolittle 

http://robingibson.net/ artists/patrick-francis 
facebook.com/AbsolutelyAwetisticArts 

Sandra & Greg Francis 

03 9379 2409 / 0452 274 123 

http://patrick-francis.weebly.com/ 

http://AbsolutelyAwetisticAwards.weebly.com 
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‘Country  
 Captain’ 
   Chicken 
  Curry 

This popular and easy to prepare Chicken dish has its origins in the British Raj in India. 
Why the strange name? In the 1800s, British trade ships in India, were called 'Country 
Ships' and their Captains were known as 'Country Captains'. Country Captain Chicken was 
a popular dish at their tables and got its name through this association! Whatever the 
name, this is one easy and tasty dish to prepare. Take a look... 

• 1 kg/2 lbs chicken on the bone, cut into 3" pieces 

• 1 tbsp garlic paste 

• 1 tsp ginger paste 

• 1/2 tsp turmeric powder 

• 1/2 tsp freshly ground black pepper 

• 1/2 tsp red chilli powder 

• Juice of 1 lime 

• Salt to taste 

• 5 tbsps sunflower/canola/vegetable cooking oil 

• 3 large onions sliced thinly 

• 2 fresh green chillies 

• 1/2 cup unsalted chicken broth/ stock 

• 1/4 cup chopped fresh coriander to garnish 
 
Preparation 

• Put the chicken, garlic and ginger pastes, tur-

meric, pepper and chilli powders, lime juice and salt 
to taste, in a bowl. Mix well so the chicken is nicely 
coated. Keep aside for 30 minutes to marinate. 

• Heat 3 tbsps of the cooking oil in a deep, heavy-

bottomed pan on medium heat. When hot, add the 
sliced onions and fry till they are a pale golden brown 
in color. Take half of the fried onions out of the oil 
with a slotted spoon and put onto paper napkins and 
keep aside for later use. To the other half or the on-
ions, add the remaining 2 tbsps of cooking oil, green 
chillies and the marinated chicken and fry till the 
chicken is browned or golden. Stir/ turn frequently 
to prevent the chicken from burning and sticking to 
the bottom of the pan. 

• Once browned, add the chicken broth/ stock, 

simmer the heat, cover and cook till the chicken is 

tender. Remove the cover from the pan and dry most 
of the liquid/ gravy off. 

• When the gravy has mostly evaporated, turn off 

the heat. Garnish with the remaining, reserved fried 
onions, chopped coriander and serve. 

• Country Captain Chicken tastes delicious with 

plain boiled rice and a green salad. Serves 4. 

 

Indians invented ‘jeero! 

Here's the thing about being cheap. Our cheapness 

changed the world. See you may be there thinking: 'Well 

how did your cheapness change the world?' Well let me 

tell you how, because our cheapness actually benefited 

everybody. We're so dedicated to being so cheap for so 

long, that Indian people actually created the number 
zero.  

You know how much dedication that took? That means, 

back in the day some Indian guy was looking at the  

numeric system. "1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9.  

None of those are the amounts I want to pay". Then his 

friend came along and drew a circle. "What's that?" 

Nothing. "What's inside of it?" Nothing. 

"What's it's value?" Nothing... "It's 

beautiful." We shall call it jeero. Take it 

and go… 
as reported by Russell Peters (right) 

By Petrina Verma Sarkar—Indian Food Expert  
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This picture may look 
pretty dormant. Look 

closer...our seniors are  

poised and well armed 

to strike...Bingo mark-
ers, daubers or dabbers, 

in hand ready to claim the winning number.   

Lunch was over. A super selection of biryani, naans, 
curries etc and the Seniors, now satisfied, sat down 

and put their heads together. Schh, no talking. Got to 

make sure we hear our winning numbers. 
To your left we see Trevor Myers and Dalton in 

ROC tutorial mode. Two seniors seated on their right 

were being shown the art of making your own book-

ings for the ROC commencing mid-Jan 2016.  You 
may have noticed that on an earlier page announce-

ment BOOKINGS ARE OPEN! See page 2.  

How many times have you seen this picture of our  
musical  maestro Gerard Jansen?  
It’s almost like he has taken up his residential  
permanent position in his favourite spot to ensure that the music is 
ready to go when we call for it.  
For those of us who clocked in at 9am to get the hall set up for our  
Senior’s Lunch would have seen Gerard slipping in to our Erskine Park 
venue just after 9.30am. He then, single handed, started to take his 
equipment from his cark (park) into the hall. Six or more very large 
speakers, turntables, hundreds of CDs of our music appealing to nearly 
three generations of AI music and enough cabling to go around the block 
a few times. What a guy! If anybody deserves a knighthood it has to be 
our much loved GJ.   
When it comes to preferences Gerard always puts the AIANSW first. 
This short acknowledgement to our much loved Gerard is well overdue. 

Music our way is his way 

SENIORS’ LUNCH 

Markers, daubers 
and dabbers! 

Left: mum 
cleans him 
up ! 
Right: has he 
had enough? 

Making ROC  
reservations 
is serious 
stuff 
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Irene is a Bombay born lass in a family of six. She 
worked as a shorthand typist in the Salvation  
Army Territorial HQ in Bombay. Nurtured in Corps life 
she  took up many responsible  
positions. Her love for Jesus made the Salvos her  
lifetime pursuit. It was here that she met her  
husband Benjamin. They married in May 1957. This 

year she would have celebrated 58 years of marriage.  
Irene’s two children are Eunice and Kevin. An oppor-
tunity came for them emigrate as a family Hobart 
(Tasmania). Irene became personal secretary to the 
Divisional Commander. She saw many DCs come and 
go. Illness brought about early retire-
ment in 1992 after 42 years of devoted 
service to the Salvos and her family. 
 
Irene is the sister of Dennis Kunder, 
husband of Deanna, both long time 
members of the AIANSW.  

IRENE DAHYA 
12 July 1932 -25 March 2015 

On the morning of 
21 April, more 
than 70 people 
gathered at Forest 
Lawn Memorial 
Park to remember 
the life of Roy 
Howell-Smith. Roy 

passed away peacefully at Westmead 
Hospital on 14 April, surrounded by fami-
ly. His health gradually declined after 
losing his wife Diana (seen here with 
Roy) in April last year.  
He really did battle on until the end, con-
tinuing on with his dialysis treatment 
three times a week.  Roy was a double 
amputee having lost both limbs as a result of his severe 
diabetes. Despite this Roy remained positive. He left be-
hind three children, Antony, Allison and Bradley, and six 
grandchildren. He is survived by elder brother Reg.  
A wonderful service was held honouring his achievements 
including his time at both Portsmouth Football Club and 
West Ham United Football Club in the UK in the late 50's 
and early 60's. He played for both clubs as a First Divi-
sion footballer. See picture far right.  
More recently Roy enjoyed meeting with friends and fam-
ily at his favourite rendezvous—Seven Hills shopping cen-

tre. He was often seen being pushed up the sloping  
sections of the shopping centre by his tiny wife  
Diana. Thank heaven Roy was later given an electric 
armchair and became the driver. As expected he was of-
ten seen accelerating...moving from one end to another 
of the shopping centre at speed always dropping in to the 
newsagent to buy at least 10 scratchies somewhat to the 
annoyance of family. But he just would not listen! Good-
bye Roy. 
He was larger than life...once met, always remembered. 
He will be sadly missed.  

Roy  
Howell-Smith 
19 Mar 1936—14 Apl 2015 

This picture is of Mother Teresa when she 
was just a young 18 year-old girl! 

Do you know 
who this is? 
This attractive young lady is just 18. Many would say she is 

a particularly beautiful young lady. How was it that no man 

was able to win her heart? She preferred to dedicate her life 

to helping mankind rather than ONE man. 
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The material deadline for the next Prattler is 30 July 2015. 
Letters to the Editor or material for publishing should be 
emailed to: Bev Pearson—bevern1420@bigpond.com.  
Or call Bev Pearson on 9631 9738 

Secretary, Anglo-Indian Association of NSW Inc.,  
P O Box 156,  St Clair, NSW 2759, Australia.  
President—Tony Bellett - [tonybellett@gmail.com]    
Secretary—Deanna Kunder  - [dkunder@tpg.com.au] 

Disclaimer. Every effort is made to  
ensure that all published items in the  
Prattler are accurate and current. The 
Association accepts no responsibility for 
any loss or damage incurred as a result of 
information published.     ABN 6475226350 

For those of us who lived in Calcutta, 
the iconic Lighthouse Cinema near the 
New Market had to be our favourite en-
tertainment complex. All the best mov-
ies were shown here. The Lighthouse 
started screening English movies in 
1934. The cinema was shut down in 
2002 and Citi Mart took over and it  
became a shopping complex.  
A fire raged (above) in the heritage 
building that once housed cinema for 
more than four hours on  (26 April) as 
firemen struggled to find their way 
through the smoke-filled maze of a retail 
store that set up shop there in 2002. 
Much of Citi Mart, the retail chain that 
now occupies 17,000sq ft across the 
entire building, was gutted in the blaze 
that fire brigade officials said was trig-
gered by faulty electrical wiring in a  
first-floor storeroom. 
Thirty fire engines, two sky-lifts and 
more than three million litres of water 

were required to douse the flames, 
which were first spotted around 
11.50am. The firefighting operation was 
made more 
difficult - 
and lengthi-
er than 
what the 
fire brigade 
had ex-
pected - by 
the ab-
sence of 
vents to let 
out the 
smoke in-
side. 
The large 
banners on 
the facade 
of the 
building 
were also a 

hindrance to fire fighters. 
Once the firemen created a few 
vents by breaking the walls, the 
smoke trapped inside the building 
billowed out at such high speed 
that firefighting had to be suspend-
ed for more than 20 minutes. For 
around an hour, Chowringhee land-
marks like The Oberoi Grand al-
most disappeared behind the veil 
of smoke. 
The neighbouring New Empire 
building, also narrowly escaped 
being enveloped by flames. This 
building houses KFC, Domino's 
and Barista outlets, all part of the 
changing New Market landscape 
that has seen some familiar shop-
ping and eating destinations make 
way for new-age entrants. 
 

Below is the Lighthouse complex today. 
A mishmash of stalls, signs and ban-
ners. 

‘Lighthouse’  
     cinema  
   complex  
    gutted 

Our cricket 
team were  

runners up 

for Grade 

4.  Mitchell  
Farquhar-

son won the 

batting  
average for 

the Grade 

and Tesh 
Kanojia 

won the bowling average and 

aggregate for the Grade.  

 

If anyone is interested in play-

ing cricket for the new season 

please contact Melroy  

Farquharson on 0411312835  

 

THIS IS INDIA .. IT'S 

WHERE YOU CALL 

WHEN YOU HAVE A 

TECHNICAL PROBLEM 

WITH TELSTRA.  


